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proposal will be returned for clarification/correction.  If no issues, the proposal 
will be returned with a note of approval and the request will be placed on the 
General Consent Calendar of the next Regents’ agenda. 
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Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Utah State University 
Master of Music Degree with Specializations in Performance, Conducting, and  
Piano Performance & Pedagogy 
Fall Semester 2013 
 
With the growth in arts education at Utah State University, facilitated and accelerated by the creation of the 
Caine College of the Arts and driven by Dean Craig Jessop’s leadership, it is necessary to restructure our 
existing Master of Music program, identifying specializations within the degree.  Our current Master of 
Music degree is linked to a specialization in Piano Performance & Pedagogy even though we offer 
numerous additional graduate courses that prepare students for alternate outcomes within the M.M. 
degree.  In order to increase the scope and utilizations of that degree, we are defining two additional 
specializations: Performance and Conducting. We are also clarifying that the existing Piano Performance & 
Pedagogy remains as a M.M. Degree program specialization.   
 
Section II: Need 
 
The need for these programs is two-fold: demand and growth. On one hand we receive many requests 
each year from students who want to do their Master of Music degree at USU. These requests come from 
students who are graduates of USU, BYU, and the University of Utah as well as other four-year institutions. 
On the other, we know of no other comparably sized music department in the nation that does not have a 
vibrant and growing graduate program, and if we are to meet our long-range goal of being one of the finest 
music departments in the nation, we must attain parity with peer institutions. The presence of graduate 
programs will solidify our presence in the regional and national education community, while also 
contributing to the development of our undergraduate programs. 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
Adding two additional specializations will increase the graduate student population in the department to a 
maximum of twenty over the next five years. We have limited funding for graduate assistants and 
scholarships, but intend to admit only high quality students, and maintain very high academic and artistic 
standards. This in itself will be a paramount consideration in the rate of growth for our graduate program in 
the near-term. The curricular content of the specializations is solely within music so there will be very little 
impact on other departments/instructional programs. 
 
The music faculty is strongly supportive of the specializations and eager to be involved with teaching and 
mentoring our new graduate students. However, to facilitate the addition of the new specializations, we will 
make some minor changes to graduate faculty workloads. We have discussed this with the graduate faculty 
and agree that with careful implementation and oversight from the graduate committee and chair, only 
minor changes are necessary. In addition to staffing considerations, we will adjust room/facility 
assignments and, make changes in scholarship funding.  
 
The specialization in question existed several years ago but fell inactive. All of the courses required for the 
degrees currently exist in the course catalog/inventory. We have requested some minor name changes to a 
few courses but the curriculum is in place to accommodate the proposed changes. 
 
The new specializations and students in those specializations will not add a significant equipment 
requirement to our department or college. No new facilities will be required, but we will need to redistribute 
existing departmental space to provide for graduate students on fellowship. This is an area of concern 
because space in the performing arts areas is so limited. Equipment needed for the new graduate 
specializations and students will be mostly computers, printers, and perhaps a little office furniture. 
Graduate students in music are expected to have their own instruments (other than pianos, organs, or other 
large instruments).  
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
There will be no new immediate faculty costs related to the new specializations. We will reallocate some 
scholarship funding to allow us to give modest graduate assistantships and some scholarships. Our goal is 
to have 20 graduates in the program within five years. Some of these, not all, will be funded at a modest 
level. We will seek additional funding from every possible source including fundraising, endowments from 
donors, etc. 
 
We have already begun to limit or cap some programs (Music Therapy) and strategically recruit (and offer 
scholarships) to those areas of greatest need in the department in a focused effort to shape the 
undergraduate programs in a way that will allow us to reassign faculty and resources to the graduate 
specializations. While this is not a change that is easy to see from a budget standpoint, it is a restructuring 
that impacts where our limited funds will be spent to reflect our department long-range goals and 
objectives. Strengthening and growing our graduate programs is one of the most important of these goals. 
 
Section V:  Program Curriculum 
***THIS SECTION OF THE ABBREVIATED TEMPLATE REQUIRED FOR EMPHASES AND MINORS 
ONLY.*** 
 
All Program Courses 
 
Master of Music Required (Core) Courses for all Specializations:  
 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 5980 Introduction to Music 
Research 
3 
MUSC 6130 Music History Seminar 3 
MUSC 6140 Music Theory Seminar 3 
   
 Sub-Total 9 
 
Specialization in Performance: 
 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance 
Ensemble/Practicum 
4 
MUSC 6620 Seminar in Repertory and 
Literature 
2 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for 
Graduates 
8 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 3-9 
MUSC 6910  Individual Recital 
 




   
 Sub-Total 21 
Total Number of Credits 30 
 
 
Specialization in Conducting: 
 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance 
Ensemble/Practicum 
4 
MUSC 6110 Advanced Conducting 2 
MUSC 6120 Advanced Rehearsal 
Techniques 
2 
MUSC 6610 Practicum in Conducting 1-4 
MUSC 6620 Seminar in Repertory and 
Literature 
2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for 
Graduates 
4 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 1-6 









   
 Sub-Total 21 
Total Number of Credits 30 
 
Specialization in Piano Performance & Pedagogy: 
 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 5420 Piano Literature I 2 
MUSC 6410 Collaborative Artistry 2 
MUSC 6420 Pedagogy Practicum 4 
MUSC 6430 Advanced Piano Pedagogy 4 
MUSC 6440 Piano Literature II 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for 
Graduates 
8 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 3 
Course Prefix & Number Title Credit Hours 
MUSC 6910  Individual Recital 2 
   
 Sub-Total 27 
Total Number of Credits 36 
 
 
New Courses to Be Added in the Next Five Years 
 




Master of Music with Specialization in Performance: 
 
Fall Semester I 
MUSC 5980 Introduction to Music Research 3 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6620 Seminar in Repertory and Literature 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
 
Spring Semester I 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6130 Music History Seminar 3 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
MUSC 6910 Individual Recital 1 
 
Fall Semester II 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6140 Music Theory Seminar 3 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 2 
 
Spring Semester II 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 2 
MUSC 6910 Individual Recital 2 
 OR 
MUSC 6970 Research & Presentation 2 
 
 Total Credits:  30 
 
Master of Music with Specialization in Conducting: 
 
Fall Semester I 
MUSC 5980 Introduction to Music Research 3 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6110 Advanced Conducting 2 
MUSC 6610 Practicum in Ensemble Performance 1 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 1 
 
Spring Semester I 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6130 Music History Seminar 3 
MUSC 6610 Practicum in Ensemble Performance 1 
MUSC 6620 Seminar in Repertory and Literature 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 1 
 
Fall Semester II 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6120 Advanced Rehearsal Techniques 2 
MUSC 6140 Music Theory Seminar 3 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 1 
Spring Semester II 
MUSC 6100 Graduate Performance Ensemble 1 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 1 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 2 
MUSC 6910 Individual Recital 3 
 OR 
MUSC 6970 Research & Presentation 3 
 
 Total Credits:  30 
 
Master of Music with Specialization in Piano Performance & Pedagogy: 
 
Fall Semester I 
MUSC 5420 Piano Literature I 2 
MUSC 5980 Introduction to Music Research 3 
MUSC 6420 Pedagogy Practicum 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
 
Spring Semester I 
MUSC 6130 Music History Seminar 3 
MUSC 6420 Pedagogy Practicum 2 
MUSC 6440 Piano Literature II 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
 
Fall Semester II 
MUSC 6140 Music Theory Seminar 3 
MUSC 6410 Collaborative Artistry 2 
MUSC 6430 Advanced Piano Pedagogy 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
 
Spring Semester II 
MUSC 6900 Independent Study 3 
MUSC 6430 Advanced Piano Pedagogy 2 
MUSC 6630 Individual Instruction for Graduates 2 
MUSC 6910 Individual Recital 2 
  
 Total Credits:  36 
 
 
 
